THE GREAT STATE

long periods practically unchanged. Many of the
needs of men are long-lived, and it is an open ques-
tion whether most if not all of our present-day tradi-
tions will not go on to a fuller and completer influence
in the lives of the citizens of the Great State,. That
large body of tradition we speak of as Christianity,
for example, may conceivably serve as the basis of the
moral tradition in the Great State. This matter is,
I believe, to be discussed more fully in another
paper in this book, but the present writer iiov7 ven-
tures to offer a few remarks that seem to fall within
his scope. In many ways he admits Christian tra-
dition has been a beneficial factor in our evolution,
Its teaching of love and concord is of the very essence
of the Great State. Whatever broadens the basis of
sympathy and mutual understanding is a force
operating in the constructive direction, and so it
would seem probable that Christianity will at least
survive in its spirit and intermingle with the more
elaborate traditions of the future. In no case can a
tradition disappear without leaving behind it some
effect or influence. But this is far from asserting
that there need be or will be a definite survival of
Christianity as such. Contemporary Christianity
must purge itself from a multitude of defects before it
can possibly be acceptable to the clear-headed men
who will be the normal citizens of the Great State.
A mere spirit of co-operation alone can never be all-
sufficing for the religious basis of tradition. The
Great State will be complex beyond all precedent;
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